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Reagan National Airport’s new concourse equipped with ADB 
SAFEGATE aircraft parking technology, delivered by AERO 
BridgeWorks 
 
ADB SAFEFGATE solutions support automated, all-weather docking of aircraft  
 
A new concourse at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport includes 
ADB SAFEGATE’s gate solutions delivered by AERO BridgeWorks. The 14-gate 
concourse is a key element of the airport’s Project Journey construction 
program. The new gates are operated by American Airlines and feature ADB 
SAFEGATE’s Safedock Advanced Visual Docking Guidance System (A-VDGS) and 
SafeControl Apron Management. With this automated system, pilots can park 
aircraft precisely and safely, even in adverse weather conditions.  
 
“In the last five years, AERO has delivered several projects at Reagan National Airport (DCA) 
and Dulles International Airport (IAD), which are managed by the Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority (MWAA). American Airlines is one of ADB SAFEGATE’s largest customers 
and will be using the Safedock technology to support its regional jet operations. As a trusted 
installation partner to both the airport and ADB SAFEGATE, we’re happy to support MWAA’s 
first A-VDGS project,” said Jay Grantham, President, AERO BridgeWorks.  
 
“Together with our construction partners, Turner Construction and MC Dean, AERO and ADB 
SAFEGATE are proud to bring Safedock A-VDGS to our nation’s capital and are excited to see 
the technology in use,” added Svet Neov, Project Manager, AERO BridgeWorks. 
 
ADB SAFEGATE delivered 14 Safedock A-VDGS, which were connected to American Airlines’ 
existing SafeControl Apron Management (SAM) solution to automate the docking process. 
SAM integrates with the airline’s flight information system to share flight information with the 
A-VDGS prior to arrival. Using the A-VDGS to track arrival and departure of aircraft at the 
gate, SAM provides accurate gate availability information to stakeholders, and supports real-
time assignment of gates to mitigate delays. The integrated system further streamlines the 
aircraft turn process with its Ramp Information Display System (RIDS) capability to deliver 
vital flight information and updates to flight and ground crew via the Safedock display.   
 
“American Airlines uses Safedock A-VDGS on more than 400 gates at its largest U.S. hub 
airports in Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami and New York [JFK], and 
is expanding the technology to other airports like Reagan National,” said Joe Pokoj, CEO 
ADB SAFEGATE Americas. “This project is the perfect example of how airports are providing 
airline partners the tools they need to achieve smoother operations irrespective of weather or 
other conditions. In the current COVID-driven market, this technology provides a highly agile 
and flexible operation that holds down costs, smooths out the bumps and positions the 
operator to return to normal levels of traffic and growth.” 
 



   
 

Project Journey includes the new 14-gate concourse as well as two new security checkpoint 
buildings at Reagan National. This major construction program is transforming the passenger 
experience by eliminating bus operations to 14 outdoor airline gates. Connecting the gates to 
the main terminal and converting existing pre-security areas into secured spaces improves 
passenger flow between concourses and expands passenger access to airport amenities. ADB 
SAFEGATE’s Safedock systems were installed in February and have been operational since the 
new concourse opened ahead of schedule last week.  
 
About ADB SAFEGATE  
 
ADB SAFEGATE provides integrated solutions that raise efficiency, improve safety, boost 
environmental sustainability, and reduce operational costs for airports, airlines, and ANSPs. 
The company works with airports and airlines to solve operational bottlenecks from approach 
to departure. Solutions encompass airfield lighting, tower-based traffic control systems, 
intelligent docking automation, and services, as well as applying advanced IT and analytics to 
deliver industry-leading Total Airport Solutions.  
 
With more than 1,200 employees, ADB SAFEGATE serves more than 2,500 airports in more 
than 175 countries, from the busiest and largest like Atlanta, Beijing, Dubai, Heathrow, 
Charles De Gaulle, Frankfurt, Istanbul, New Delhi and Changi to fast-growing airports across 
Asia and Africa.  
 
For more information about ADB SAFEGATE, please visit our website at adbsafegate.com. 
 
About AERO BridgeWorks   
 
AERO BridgeWorks (ABW) is the largest and most experienced specialty airside construction 
firm in the U.S. ABW has the resources to manage, design, and build at any size airport 
nationwide. Airports, airlines, architects, manufacturers and general contractors have relied on 
ABW for over 20 years to safely construct their specialty airside projects on time and within 
budget. Working coast-to-coast at multiple airports simultaneously, ABW knows how to keep 
your operations running while we improve your passenger boarding and fixed ground-
support systems. 
 
With experience working at more than 200 airports on more than 2,000 projects, AERO 
BridgeWorks will bring their vast relationships with all major equipment manufacturers and 
major air carriers to optimize your gate operations. 
 
For more information about AERO BridgeWorks, please call +1 (770) 423-4200. 
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